PH 300W/PHL 311W
Seminar in Bioethics

Spring 2025
Lattimore 531, F 12:00-2:40

Richard Dees, Ph.D.
Office: Lattimore 529
Hours: Th 11:30-1:30
and by appointment
E-mail: richard.dees@rochester.edu

The Seminar in Bioethics is intended as a capstone experience for bioethics majors, but it
is open to anyone who has taken PHL 225 or 228 with permission of the instructor. In a
discussion-based seminar format, we will examine the foundations of bioethics and then we will
look at book-length treatments of several important issues, chosen by the participants as whole
among topics like health care justice, global health justice, stem cell research, transplantation
ethics, enhancement technologies, and issues in end-of-life care. The class satisfies the upper-
level writing requirement.

Required Texts:

Tom Beauchamp and James Childress, Principles of Biomedical Ethics, 8" ed. (Oxford, 2019).
While a classic, this book is now unfortunately out of print and used copies are
prohibitively expensive. I have placed a copy on reserve and the chapters required for the
first week of class have been posted on Blackboard

Bruce Jennings, et al., eds. Emergency Ethics: Public Health Preparedness and Response
(Oxford, 2016)

Eric Parens and Josephine Johnston, eds., Human Flourishing in the Age of Gene Editing
(Oxford, 2019)

Timothy Quill and Franklin Millers, eds. Palliative Care and Ethics (Oxford, 2014)

Dominic Wilkinson and Julian Savulescu, Ethics, Conflict and Medical Treatment for Children:
From Disagreement to Dissensus (Elsevier, 2019)

Course Requirements:

Class participation is worth a significant portion of your grade. The class is based on
student discussions, not on lectures. You are expected to come to class, and you are expected to
come to class prepared to discuss the readings — if only to ask relevant questions about them.
Most of your class participation grade is based on regular, substantive participation in class
discussions.

Reflections. Roughly every other week, you are expected to write a brief (1-2 page)
reaction paper to the week’s reading, due at 9 p.m. the Thursday before class. These papers
should respond to some specific arguments or position in the readings by explaining why you
agree or disagree with it. Please e-mail them to me.

Papers. There will be three papers in the course. The first two will be done using a
tutorial system. I will give you a series of questions about particular texts. You will choose one
topic and write a 6-8 page analytical paper. Class will be cancelled the week tutorials are due;



instead, you and another student then meet with me in my office to hand in and discuss and hand
in your papers, I will explain the tutorial method in more detail later.

For your final assignment, you will write a 9-12 page paper on a topic of your own

choosing. Topics must be approved by me. Each student will write a first draft of the paper that
will be graded, and you will review one of those drafts from a peer. The final draft of the paper
should then take into account both my comments and those from your classmate.

The course grade is divided into 650 points, apportioned as shown:

First tutorial Feb 28 120 points
Second tutorial Apr 4 120
Final assignment
Draft May 2 75
Peer review May 2 25
Final May 9 150
Participation 130
Reflections 30
An A for the course requires 608 points; an A-, 585 points; B+, 563; etc.
Schedule of Readings:
Jan 31 Introduction

Feb 7

Feb 14

Feb 21

Beauchamp and Childress, Principles of Biomedical Ethics, chs. 4-5 (pp. 99-216)

Beauchamp and Childress, chs. 6-7 (pp 217-326)
Group A reflection paper 1 due, 9 p.m. February 6

End of life care

Renee Boss and Nancy Hutton, “Emerging Complexities in Pediatric Palliative
Care,” in Tim Quill and Franklin Miller, Palliative Care and Ethics, 47-59

Ronald Epstein and Vikki Entwistle, “Capacity and Shared Decision Making in
Serious Illness,” in Quill and Miller, 162-83

Robert Truog, “Withholding and Withdrawing Life-Sustaining Treatments,” in
Quill and Miller, 187-98

Peggy Determeyer and Howard Brody, “Medical Futility: Content in the Context
of Care,” in Quill and Miller, 199-208

Group B, reflection paper 1 due, 9 p.m. February 13

J. Andrew Billings, “Palliative Sedation,” in Quill and Miller, 209-30

Emily Rubin and James Bernat, “Voluntarily Stopping Eating and Drinking,” in
Quill and Miller, 231-46

Timothy Quill and Franklin Miller, “Physician-Assisted Death,” in Quill and
Miller, 247-65

Linda Ganzini, “Lessons from Legalized Physician-Assisted Death in Oregon and
Washington,” in Quill and Miller, 266-80

Heleen Weyers, “Physician-Assisted Death in Western Europe: The Legal and
Empirical Situation,” in Quill and Miller, 281-97

Group C reflection paper 1 due, 9 p.m. February 20



Feb 28

Mar 7

Mar 14

Mar 21

Mar 28

Apr4

Apr 11

Apr 18

o First tutorials (no regular class)

Pediatric Ethics

Dominic Wilkinson and Julian Savulescu, Ethics, Conflict and Medical Treatment
for Children, chs. 1-5 (pp 3-86)

Group A reflection paper 2 due, 9 p.m. March 6

e Spring break (no class)

Wilkinson and Savulescu, chs. 6-9, plus appendices (pp 87-166)
Group B reflection paper 2 due, 9 p.m. March 20

Emergency ethics

Bruce Jennings and John Arras, “Ethical Aspects of Public Health Emergency
Preparedness,” in Bruce Jennings, et al., eds. Emergency Ethics, 1-103

Group C reflection paper 2 due, 9 p.m. March 27

e Second tutorials (no regular class)

Norman Daniels, “Justice, Resource Allocation, and Emergency Preparedness:
Issues Regarding Stockpiling,” in Jennings, et al., 104-34

Madison Powers, “Vulnerable Populations in the Context of Public Health
Emergency Preparedness Planning and Response,” in Jennings, et al., 135-54

Ruth Gaare Bernheim, “Public Engagement in Emergency Preparedness and
Response: Ethical Perspectives on Public Health Practice,’ in Jennings et al.,
155-85

Angus Dawson, “Professional, Civic, and Personal Obligations in Public Health
Emergency Preparedness and Response,” in Jennings et al., 186-219

Group A reflection paper 3 due, 9 p.m. April 10

e Final paper proposal due, 12 noon, April 11

Ethics of genetic editing

Rosemarie Garland-Thomas, “Welcoming the Unexpected,” in Eric Parens and
Josephine Johnston, eds., Human Flourishing in the Age of Gene Editing, 15-
28

Daniel Haybron, “Flourishing and the Value of Authenticity,” in Parens and
Johnston, 29-45

Michael Hauskeller, “Editing the Best of All Possible Worlds,” in Parens and
Johnston, 61-71

Richard Kim, “Daoism, Flourishing and Gene Editing,” in Parens and Johnston,
72-85

Sheena Iyengar and Tucker Kuman, “Do More Choices Lead to More
Flourishing,” in Parens and Johnston, 99-111

Group B reflection paper 3 due, 9 p.m. April 17




Apr 25

May 2

May 3

May 9

Optional: Viewing and discussion of “Contagion”
3:00-5:30 Rush Rhees Library, Gamble Room (361)

Josephine Johnston, “‘Good Parents’ Can Promote Their Own and Their
Children’s Flourishing,” in Parens and Johnston, 112-25

Nicole Vincent and Emma Jane, “Parental Responsibility and Gene Editing,” in
Parens and Johnston, 126-39

Robert Sparrow, “Unraveling the Human Tapestry: Diversity, Flourishing, and
Genetic Modification,” in Parens and Johnston, 157-71

Michael Burdett, “Creaturechood and Deification as Anchors for an Ethics of Gene
Editing,” in Parens and Johnston, 172-83

Dorothy Roberts, “Whose Conception of Human Flourishing?,” in Parens and
Johnston, 201-11

Group C reflection paper 3 due, 9 p.m. April 24

Optional: Schyve Center Conference in Bioethics: Families Matter
Helen Wood Hall, May 2: 9:00-5:00 (See note at * below)

Peer review and potluck dinner at Richard’s house, 24 Burncoat Way, in Pittsford,
5:30-8:00

Sign up for food and for giving and getting rides at

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fo_q2sIMCPH1-

6DIm91pYZvESWTEG4A27NLR45hozZA/edit?tab=t.qyht1xul41

e First draft of final paper due, 5:30 PM. May 2

e Peer reviews due, end of class, May 2

Optional: Schyve Center Conference in Bioethics: Pediatric
Helen Wood Hall, May 2: 9:00-12:00 (See note at * below)

* Attend as many of the talks and workshops as you would like on the two
days. I will give up to 4 points of extra credit for writing a reflection on
one of the talks or workshops. But you can only turn in two reflections for
credit.

e Final draft of final paper due, 5 p.m., May 9



